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Australian Grain Industry welcomes improved collaboration with Asia 

The Australian grains industry is gathered in Indonesia this week to bring the Australian and Indonesia grain 
and grain manufacturing industries together.   

Members from key grain industry organisations will participate a series of activities including the Australian 
Grains Industry Conference Indonesia (AGIC), Australia-Indonesia Roundtable, AEGIC technical workshop 
and supporting the signing of the historic Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (IA-CEPA). 

The Australian and Indonesian grain industries have a long established and close trading partnership.  It is a 
strong relationship which reflects the mutual benefit of the trade.  Australian grain plays an important role 
in the Indonesian flour milling industry, in particular for noodles.  “This relationship is set to strengthen and 
expand to support the very important and rapidly growing feed milling sector in Indonesia, with the IA-CEPA 
including enhanced feed grain access and a strategic grain partnership initiative” said Mr Pat O’Shannassy, 
CEO Grain Trade Australia. 

Indonesia is Australia’s largest wheat market, valued at around $1.3 billion, and with annual wheat exports 
of around 4.2 million tonnes per year wheat is Australia’s single largest export to Indonesia.   

With a population of around 270 million, and a relatively young population with 59% aged between 15 and 
54 years, and a rapidly growing middle class, Indonesia is a country of enormous opportunity. The IA-CEPA 
will not only further strengthen the relationship between the Australian and Indonesian grain industry, but 
create expanded opportunities for the Australian grain industry, and support growth, development and 
trade opportunities for Indonesia’s food and feed manufacturing sectors.   “The Indonesia-Australia 
Strategic Grains Partnership that has become an important part of IA-CEPA, had its genesis from the 
information exchange that took place at the AGIC-Asia conference in Jakarta in 2017” Mr O’Shannassy said.  
 

AGIC Indonesia 2019 will be attended by over 100 delegates from the Indonesian food and feed milling 
sectors who will hear from a series of Australian and Indonesian experts about the Indonesian market 
requirements; Australia’s crop quality and prospects and value. 

The AGIC Indonesia 2019 Roundtable talks were timely and provided the opportunity to discuss the 
Indonesia-Australia Strategic Grains Partnership and activities that would support Indonesia’s food and feed 
manufacturing sectors and develop new trade, investment and relationships to grow. 

 “The Australian grains industry greatly values the relationship it has with Indonesia, built over many years 
and looks forward to strengthening and enhancing this as we identify opportunities for activities that will 
deliver mutual benefits for our respective industries and countries” Mr O’Shannassy said.    

The Roundtable was attended by Australia’s Trade Minister Simon Birmingham and Australia’s Ambassador 
to Indonesia Gary Quinlan.   

The meeting provided the opportunity for discussion around opportunities for Australia and Indonesia to 
work with regional partners through forums such as APEC and ASEAN to address non-tariff measure 
impacting on trade.  “Gaining a closer understanding of the non-tariff measures influencing each of our 
sectors is very important to helping develop regional approaches to addressing these measures” Mr 
O’Shannassy said.  

AGIC Asia is also returning to China in 2019 and the first ever AGIC event to be held in Shenzhen will take 
place on 7th March.  This is AGIC’s fifth consecutive year in China, demonstrating the importance of this 
market to Australia’s industry. 



 

2 

 

 “The Chinese market is a major market for a range of Australian grains, oilseeds and pulses.  Providing 
information and a clear and consistent message about the Australian industry, its quality and reliability is 
very important for all sectors of our Industry and particularly for Australian grain growers,” Mr O’Shannassy 
said.  

“The AGIC Asia conferences are important to maintaining and growing Australia’s markets with key trading 
partners and provide the opportunity to reinforce the higher quality and reliability of Australia grains and 
oilseeds and demonstrate the value this delivers to the local industry” said Mr O’Shannassy. 

GTA hosts the AGIC Asia Conference series together with Australian Oilseeds Federation and Pulse Australia 
and appreciates the support of its partners AEGIC and HFW and the many grain value chain parties that 
participated in AGIC Asia 2019.  
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About GTA 
Grain Trade Australia is a national trade organisation and has over 270 member organisations ranging from regional family 
businesses to large national and international trading/storage and handling companies. The role of GTA is to provide a 
framework across Industry to facilitate and promote the trade of Australian grain.  GTA plays its part in the value chain by 
providing core products of Trading Standards, Contracts, Trade Rules, Arbitration and Dispute Resolution, Professional 
Development and advocacy for Market Access.  
GTA’s grain trading standards and contracts are used across the Australian grain industry.  GTA Members operate within all 
sectors of the grain industry in Australia, as well as related commercial activities such as banking, communications, grain 
advisory services and professional services. 
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Pat O’Shannassy – +61 427 881 113 
CEO – Grain Trade Australia  

 


