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COVID-19 

GTA have established a COVID-19 page on our website, 

as information source for Members.  

In response to member demand, GTA has set up 

COVID-19 Safety Guidelines. 

Access COVID-19 page here 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Insolvency Webinar  

(complimentary for Members) 

10 November 

More info & Register here 

http://www.graintrade.org.au/%5Bmenupath-raw%5D/covid-19
http://www.graintrade.org.au/%5Bmenupath-raw%5D/covid-19
http://www.graintrade.org.au/%5Bmenupath-raw%5D/covid-19
http://www.graintrade.org.au/%5Bmenupath-raw%5D/special-webinar-new-insolvency-regime


 

 Grain Trade Australia   Level 7, 12 O’Connell Street, Sydney NSW 2000   Tel: (02) 9235 2155   admin@graintrade.org.au 

HARVEST & SAFETY 

• The GTA Board and Management want to wish all GTA members best wishes for hopefully a produc-

tive and relatively issue free harvest period.  

• And for all members and other industry participants please remember to take care and stay safe.  To 

assist you in this regard please refer to the GTA Safety Guidelines  

• The 2020 GTA Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on Tuesday 27 October 2020.  An outcome of 

the meeting was confirmation of members of the GTA Board, for the coming year.   

• GTA is pleased to announce its Board for the 2020/21 year as:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GTA AGM 

  Director Appointment Category 

1 Andrew Goyder (Chair) Special Qualifications (Chair) 

2 Geoff Farnsworth Special Qualifications (Legal) 

3 Michael Wood Director - Merchant Association 

4 Lyndon Asser Director - Ordinary Level A 

5 Simon Tickner Special Qualifications (Production) 

6 Richard Perkins Director - Ordinary Level B 

7 Robert Imray Director - Merchant Association 

8 Ole Houe Director - Ordinary Level B 

9 Jason Craig Director - Ordinary Level A 

10 Michelle Kerr (Deputy Chair) Director - Ordinary Level C 

11 Daniel Marsh (Deputy Chair) Director - Merchant Association 

• The 2019/20 Annual Report, full Financials, 

Chairman’s Report and the 2020AGM Meeting 

Papers are available on the GTA website. The 

GTA Annual Report provides a lot of detail on 

the activities undertaken by GTA for the 

benefit of Members.  A “must read”!!! 

• GTA Technical Committees are appointed by 

the GTA Board after and the AGM and will be 

announced via a GTA Member Update.  We 

thank all those who have volunteered to a 

Technical Committee and being proactive GTA 

members. 

• GTA Board would like to acknowledge the 

significant contribution to GTA of Malcolm 

Finlayson who retired at 2020 AGM. 

http://www.graintrade.org.au/sites/default/files/Safety%20Guidelines%20August%202019.pdf
http://www.graintrade.org.au/sites/default/files/AR 19-20 Final Version.pdf
http://www.graintrade.org.au/governance


 

 Grain Trade Australia   Level 7, 12 O’Connell Street, Sydney NSW 2000   Tel: (02) 9235 2155   admin@graintrade.org.au 

INTERNATIONAL GRAIN TRADE COALITION—GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

• The International Grain Trade Coalition Association (IGTC) is an international not-for-profit association. 

Formed in 2001, the IGTC is a coalition of national and international not for profit trade associations, 

councils and corporate stakeholders which are active in the international trade of grain, oilseeds, pulses 

and derived products. 

• The IGTC provides for commercially driven and consensus-based advocacy on behalf of its members and 

corporate stakeholders.   

• The IGTC mission is to provide advice on the impacts of policy decisions on commercial requirements 

and economics of the world's food, feed and processing industries.   

• IGTC provides the global grains industry a recognised voice on global grain policy issues and global fo-

rums such as the FAO, IGC, WTO.  The importance of this to the efficient facilitation of trade and glob-

al movement of grain is invaluable and should NOT be underestimated. 

• GTA member issues get access globally through GTA’s long standing active participation in IGTC.  GTA 

CEO serves as IGTC Secretary, while GTA Technical Consultants provide expert advice to IGTC pro-

ject teams and committees. 

• The IGTC’s annual General Assembly will be held on the 2nd and 3rd of November and will provide sta-

tus updates from the IGTC Policy Teams including;  

• Low Level Presence Policy Team 

• Cartagena Biosecurity Protocol; 

• Plant Breeding Innovation; 

• Phytosanitary Policy;  

• Maximum Residue Limits; and 

• Electronic Trading Documentation. 

• The General Assembly, which will be held virtually this year provides an opportunity for IGTC members 

to meet, review the activities of the relevant Policy Teams and set directions and activity for the next 

year.     
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GRAIN STORAGE & PROTECTION CONFERENCE  

• The Australian grain industry came together virtually with an information-packed day at the 47th Australi-

an Grain Storage & Protection Conference on 14th October 2020. Delegates were treated to a profes-

sional and information filled day and were inspired to continue to support and engage in the work and ob-

jectives of the National Working Party on Grain Protection (NWPGP).  

• Grain Trade Australia’s (GTA) Chair, Mr Andrew Goyder, opened the Conference welcoming delegates 

and noting that 2020 is the International Year for Plant Health, recognising the need to protect plant 

health to help end hunger, reduce poverty, protect the environment and boost economic development. 

• Over 15 speakers and industry experts provided detailed information on a range of communication and 

extension activities.  

• Presentations and discussion highlighted: 

 Grain industry compliance with market chemical Market Residue Limits (MRLs) continued to be at 

a very high level 

 Delegates heard from the GRDC Grain Storage Extension Team of the continued trend of growth 

in on-farm storage especially in South Australia and parts of Northern Australia.  

 New and updated information on grain pests and their resistance to chemical and fumigation prac-

tices and studies in this area. Alternative methods of insect control were also discussed. 

 Evolving consumer requirements increasing pressure to reduce the use of agricultural chemicals 

and residues in grain.  

 Sustainability, traceability and impacts on the environment of chemical use are increasingly im-

portant factors for market access. A 

 Australia needs to continue to focus on improvements in its supply chain practices to maintain its 

current reputation in the global market. 

• Delegates tuned in from across the country to benefit from the insights and discussion during the panel 

sessions.  

• NWPGP Chair Mr Gerard McMullen commented “the NWPGP conference continued to provide the 

grain industry the leadership and information that is critical to the sustainability of the grain supply chain. 

The speakers were outstanding and extremely knowledgeable with the right balance between ‘the science’ 

and the realities of the market”.  
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GRAIN CONTAINER SUPPLY CHAIN WORKING GROUP 

• The Australian barley industry has received a response from the Ministry of Commerce of People’s 

Republic of China (MOFCOM) regarding the application for Administrative Reconsideration of the anti

-dumping and countervailing tariffs applied to Australian barley in May 2020. Unfortunately, the appli-

cation has been unsuccessful.  The industry will continue to work with the Australian Government on 

this issue. 

• GTA and its industry counterparts have continued to engage with Government on development op-

portunities to improve barley demand in alternative markets as well as diversify demand growth and 

opportunities through other grains. 

• An example of this was the recent IA-CEPA Webinar conducted by GTA and supported by AEGIC, 

DAWE and Austrade. The webinar was opened by Australia’s Ambassador to Indonesia, Mr Gary 

Quinlen, with a program looking at the Australia supply chain, Indonesian feedgrain markets, the im-

BARLEY UPDATE 

• The Grain Container supply chain has greater inherent complexity than the bulk vessel supply chain with 

many more participants and service companies involved in the process of packing grain in containers and 

delivering the container to a shipping terminal. 

• This supply chain in peak periods has the potential to come under pressure which can shorten the time 

allowed to receive empty containers from the Empty Container Parks, pack the grain and complete the 

government and customer documentation.  This can lead to issues with loaded containers being at the 

shipping terminal or even loaded to a vessel prior to the necessary export documentation being finalised. 

• With an anticipated peak container export program an Industry Working Group facilitated by GTA has 

re-formed to focus on improvements in performance in the supply chain and to focus on ensuring the 

correct government export documentation is provided.  This group will work with the Department of 

Agriculture, Water & the Environment (DAWE) to progress a list of issues for discussion between in-

dustry and government.   

• Given the current issues facing the import and export trade in containers within Australia it is likely this 

IWG will be challenged with numerous issues and shortened timeframes on account of volatility within 

the supply chain. 
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EMPTY CONTAINER ISSUES 

• There is a backlog of container cargo in the ports of Melbourne and Sydney.  This is due to a mixture 

of industrial action, weather delays and the impact of COVID-19 on trade levels. 

• Any shock to the container supply chain has the tendency to result in bottlenecks and supply chain 

blockages such as Empty Container Parks being effectively overfull in Sydney. 

• The constraint in effective capacity at Empty Containers Parks has a knock-on impact to both vessel 

coordination, road transport operators, and exporters and importers.  It makes access to containers 

difficult.  The grain industry is very reliant on efficient Empty Container Parks to select and prepare 

containers to Food Grade Standard and to make access to them in a timeframe that provides as ade-

quate period to load and deliver to the port freight terminal. 

• Exporters should be aware of these issues and consider the impact it may have on your processing of 

export consignments.  

  

REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLING FOR EXPORT COMPLIANCE 

• Representative Sampling of grain is fundamental to the facilitation of export trade.  

• DAWE and the grain industry share an objective to have an agreed industry process for sampling grain 

under each sampling scenario at various stages along the supply chain.  

• GTA in conjunction with industry representatives and government has developed a draft GTA Technical 

Guidelines Document (No. 21 Grain Sampling) as a reference for the development of DAWE’s Pre-

scribed Goods Export Preparation Standard (PGEPS).  Adherence to the DAWE PGEPS will be a manda-

tory requirement in the export of grain from Australia and is expected to be codified in the first 

half of 2021.   

• Failure to comply with sampling procedures and to provide representative samples of each consignment 

as outlined in the PGEPS may result in the inability to complete the export certification process.  

• Importing country and commercial requirements are becoming more complex due to increasing con-

sumer expectations and sensitivity to food safety and social and environmental issues.  This requires the 

industry to evolve, adapt and improve its quality assurance systems and processes to meet consumer 

expectations.  The collection of grain to form a representative sample to an industry Stand-

ard is critical to the quality assurance process.   

• To support industry compliance with the PGEPS, GTA will develop a communication strategy and train-

ing program on the correct preparation of representative samples.  The training will be important for all 

exporters and will focus on both the PGEPS and representative sample preparation.    
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• Grain being prepared for export must be sourced from supplies that have been assessed for pest and 

contamination risks and considered to meet the importing country requirements and Australian ex-

port legislation. Exporters are now responsible for ensuring that only export compliant goods are pre-

sented to an AO for export assessment/inspection.  

• The exporter must detail how prescribed goods intended for export are selected and pest and con-

tamination levels are assessed for phytosanitary purposes. It is the exporter’s responsibility to ensure 

that goods are export compliant from the time a declaration is made in the Notice of Intent/Request 

For Permit (NOI/RFP) until the time the goods are exported. 

• To deliver this project, GTA will work with DAWE to design an industry engagement and communica-

tion strategy and a workshop and on-line training program for industry participants.   

REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLING FOR EXPORT COMPLIANCE CONT. 

• GTA is a member of the Grain and Plant Products Export Industry Consultative Committee 

(GPPEICC) representing the interests of GTA members. 

• The GPPEICC is the principal consultation forum for DAWE on export inspection and certification, 

export market access and other relevant issues. 

• The most recent meeting was held on 7 October 2020 and issues of relevance to GTA members has 

been posted in a Market Notification 11 of 20. 

• A key issue that is regularly raised by industry at GPPEICC is the much-needed enhancements to 

DAWE systems such as PEMS and the yet to be released NEXDOC.  These planned system enhance-

ments have met constant delays and are impacting on Australia’s capability to commit to the global 

push for an e-Phyto solution.  

• The Budget announcement that DAWE has been allocated $328m for reform of the agricultural ex-

port system for all commodities “cutting red tape and streamlining interaction with industry” is wel-

comed by GTA and we expect it will provide some progress to these system enhancements 

• Of that $328m, $222m will be allocated to upgrade IT systems (including aspects of traceability etc.).   

GTA will actively engage with DAWE as it rolls out it’s IT implementation to ensure they address in-

dustry issues (such as e-certs) and improve industry as well as DAWE productivity. 

GPPEICC OUTCOMES 

https://www.graintrade.org.au/sites/default/files/GTA_Market_Notifications/No.11%20of%2020%20-%20Outcome%20of%20GPPEICC%20Meeting%207%20Oct%202020.pdf
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• GTA has been involved in a Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communication 

review of Coastal Trading Reform for Cargo Vessels. 

• As part of this review process GTA has provided a further submission to the Department.  A link to the submis-

sion can be found on the GTA website.  

COASTAL SHIPPING REFORM  

• The Australian Government is consulting on a possible new Australian geographical indications (GI) right, seeking 

input into the impacts any change in the current law on GI.  A GI is a sign used on products that have a specific geo-

graphical origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin; think wine from the McLaren Vale 

region, or maybe a Barossa shiraz!   

• Consideration to a change is due to the Australian Government is negotiating a comprehensive Free Trade Agree-

ment (FTA) with the European Union (EU). In order to secure Australia’s interests in the FTA, the Government is 

engaging with the EU on its GI interests. Should Australia agree to protect specific GI terms through the FTA and 

change the way we currently protect GIs, we would need to amend our law.  

• GTA will make a submission to inform the review panel that the grain industry has existing classification and grade 

parameters that assist to define specific value in grain and changes to the GI legislation may, in the main, only compli-

cate and potentially create cost to the industry.     

GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION ON POSSIBLE NEW GEOGRAPHIC INDICATIONS 

PEMS IN THE POCKET 

• DAWE has recently released an upgrade to its Plant Exports Management System (PEMS).  This added functionality 

allows Authorised Officers to record inspections on their mobile phones. 

• This will assist the entering of information during inspections and especially in areas where internet connectivity may 

be limited to mobile phones.  

• The Fact Sheet available in this link (here) provides additional information on this enhancement.    

PUBLICATIONS—ORDER HERE 

• Visual Recognition Standards Guide 2020-2021 

• Seed Impurities of Grain Identification Guide 

https://www.graintrade.org.au/sites/default/files/GTA_Submissions/GTA%20Letter_Coastal%20Shipping20Oct2020.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/factsheet-pems-in-your-pocket.pdf
https://gta.eventsair.com/publication-orders/gta/Site/Register
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• The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines (APVMA) recently concluded a consultation into use 

patterns for rodenticides. 

• Submissions were received from a variety of sectors, including end users, registration holders, retailers, 

and associations including GTA. A summary of the submissions received has been published on the 

APVMA website. (here)  

• GTA’s provided a joint submission with the NWPGP and AFIA (here) and supported the continued use 

of anticoagulant rodenticides with recommended changes to harmonise label instructions. This was a 

common theme with all submissions. 

• The next step in the APVMA process is to conduct further consultation with industry.  GTA will contin-

ue its involvement to ensure an appropriate outcome.    

APVMA CONSULTATION—RODENTICIDES  

INTERNATIONAL COMPARISON OF AUSTRALIA’S FREIGHT & SUPPLY CHAIN 

PERFORMANCE 

• International benchmarking helps organisations evaluate the performance of Australian supply chains, 

and was a key action called for by industry during the development of the Government’s National 

Freight and Supply Chain Strategy in Australia. 

• In August 2019, the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities and Regional Development 

(DITC&RS) engaged LEK Consulting to undertake a pilot benchmarking study, developing a methodol-

ogy and comparing Australia’s waste and wine supply chains with relevant international comparators.  

The result of that study is (here)  

• This pilot study was a first step and now DITC&RS are looking to further develop its understanding of 

Australia’s supply chain performance and expand the approach to other supply chains from 2020 to 

2022.  This includes the Grain Supply Chain. 

• GTA has been included as a stakeholder in this study, attending several online meetings and through 

the provision of information.  Further information and any outcomes will be shared as the project pro-

gresses.   

https://apvma.gov.au/node/65686?utm_source=Rodenticides+-+Submissions+received&utm_campaign=6adf24066d-RCOS201007&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_be0b6783c4-6adf24066d-249840696
https://www.graintrade.org.au/sites/default/files/GTA_Submissions/NWPGP_GTA_AFIA_Submission_toAPVMA_Rodenticides26June2020.pdf
https://www.freightaustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/international-comparison-of-australias-freight-and-supply-chain-performance.pdf
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

https://gta.eventsair.com/new-insolvency-regime-webinar/insolvencywebinar/Site/Register

